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Late Edition
Today, remaining cold, sunshine be-
coming dimmed by clouds, high 2J
Tonight, partly cloudy, low 22, Te-
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high 36. Weather map, Page Al
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At the Inaugural Balls, the First Couple Were the Only Celebrities Who Mattered

By JULIE BOSMAN

WASHINGTON — Moments
before the first dance at the first
inaugural ball, President Obama
emerged onstage Tuesday hand
in hand with his wife, Michelle,
who glittered in a floor-length
ivory one-shoulder gown.

“How good-looking is my
wite?” Mr. Obama asked the
uowd .at the Neighborhood Ball.
During the Beyoncé rendition of
“At Last,” Mr. Obama accidental-
ly acagbed on Mrs. Obama’s hem,
revealing that the new president
might be better on the basketball
courtthan on the dance floor.

Sa began a nearly seven-hour
marathon of ball-going for the
first;equple that was not sched-
ule-d'to‘end until 3 a.m.

rhe balls capped off a seeming-
ly endless day of photographs,
speeches, parades and hand-
shakes for the new president and
first Jady.

qu; the Obamas and Vice
Presigent Joseph R. Biden Jr. and
his wife, Jill, vowed to attend all
10 official balls, and they began
just after 8:30 on a frigid Wash-
ington evening. The parties were

scattered across the city, at the
Walter E. Washington Conven-
tion Center downtown, the Wash-
ington Hilton in Dupont Circle,
the National Building Museum,
the National Guard Armory and
Union = Station. The Obamas’
daughters, Malia and Sasha, did
not show up at any of the balls,
but their mother told ABC News
that they would not go back to
school until Thursday.

After the Neighborhood Ball, a
$25-a-head party that was meant
to make the evening accessible to
just about anyone, the Obamas
walked upstairs at the conven-
tion center to the Obama Home
States Ball, a party for residents
of [llinois and Hawaii.

Hours before the Obamas ap-
peared, the Don Cagen Orches-
tra, a band from Chicago, began
warming up with songs from the
1950s and ’60s,. including “A
Change Is Gonna Come.”

The Obamas walked onstage
after a dramatic introduction by
eight uniformed officers, and be-
gan dancing while the crowd
cheered them on, clapping.



